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August 14, 2009

Context Statement:  People contribute to their communities in many ways: volunteering at the local senior’s centre, voting in municipal elections, coaching a team, sitting on a Board of a community organization, or donating to the local food bank. Regardless of how people engage, the role we play in our community contributes to the level and quality of leadership and to the well-being of our region.   
Sub-Issues (in order of priority):  Accountability/ governance; Social capital & networks; Inclusiveness & equal access; Accessibility of programs re openness, welcoming new members and geographic accessibility; Philanthropy; Public participation & involvement.
List of Proposed Indicators:

1. Voter turnout     
2. Seniors Living Alone

3. Unpaid work (caring for children/parents)

4. Percent of tax filers making charitable donations

5. Median charitable donations

6. Community Learning Index: “Learning to Live Together” 
7. Population that Lived at the Same Address 1 Year Ago/5 Years Ago

8. Population that Speaks a Non-official language at home

	Voter Turnout

	Synopsis
	Voter turnout measures the proportion of people that choose to participate in the political system.  It is also a common indicator of social cohesion and accountability.  High turnout suggests that the government will more likely reflect the interests of a larger share of the population.  Conversely, low voter turnout implies that the democratic system may not be reflecting the interests of all citizens. 

In 2008, 63% of registered voters in the Sunshine Coast cast a vote in the federal election, which was higher than the provincial voter turn-out rate of 60% and relatively on par with past elections in 2000, 2004 and 2006.

In the 2009 provincial election, 64% cast a vote in the Sunshine Coast.  This was also notably higher than the provincial average of 56%; however, it was considerably lower than in 2001 and 2005 when voter turn-out rates were 76% and 72% respectively.


	Date(s)
	Federal: 2000; 2004; 2006; 2008 
Provincial: 2001; 2005; 2009 

	Geography
	Federal: West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country Electoral Riding
Provincial:  Powell River – Sunshine Coast Electoral District

	Data
	Voter Turnout – Federal Elections
2000

2004

2006

2008

West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country Electoral Riding

63.8%

66.0%

68.3%

63.4%

British Columbia

63.0%

63.3%

63.7%

60.15

Voter Turnout – Provincial Elections

2001

2005

2009

Powell River - Sunshine Coast Electoral District

76%

72%

64%

British Columbia

55%

62%

56%



	Comparison
	See above.

	Source
	Elections Canada (CFC0 and Elections BC 

	Link
	Federal: 2004 http://www.elections.ca/scripts/OVR2004/default.html 

2006 http://www.elections.ca/scripts/OVR2006/default.html 

2008

http://www.elections.ca/scripts/OVR2008/default.html
Provincial: http://www.elections.bc.ca/index.php/resource-centre/statistics-and-surveys/


	Seniors Living Alone

	Synopsis
	A much higher proportion of seniors live on their own in private households compared to the rest of the population.   While many seniors living alone remain connected and involved in their communities, being alone can be isolating for those who have limited physical mobility or are without support networks.

In the case of the Sunshine Coast, 29% of seniors aged 65 years and older lived on their own in 2006, as compared to only 12.9% of the population overall and 9.2% of the population under 65. 



	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast RD

	Data
	Proportion of the Population Living Alone in the Sunshine Coast, 2006

All Persons

Under 65

65 years+
Sunshine Coast

12.9%

9.2%

29.0%



	Comparison
	The proportion of seniors living alone in the Sunshine Coast is higher than the provincial average of 27.3%

Proportion of the Population Living Alone in British Columbia, 2006

All Persons

Under 65

65 years+

British Columbia 

11.4%

8.8%

27.3%



	Source
	Statistics Canada.  BC Stats Community Profiles.

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/census.asp 


	Unpaid Work – Caring for Parents & Children

	Synopsis
	Many individuals play a key role in our communities providing unpaid time caring for seniors and children.  While child care has always been an important role, as the population ages, an increasing number of families are also caring for elderly parents.
As of 2006, 32% of individuals over the age of 15 in the Sunshine Coast reported to be spending times looking after children without pay.  Approximately 17% of the population over 15 years of age reported spending unpaid time caring for seniors.  
In both cases, this type of unpaid care was being provided more often by females than by males.   

	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast RD

	Data
	Population Providing Unpaid Assistance in the Sunshine Coast, 2006
Male

Female

Total

Population reporting hours looking after children without pay

29.5%

36.8%

32.1%

Population reporting hours of unpaid care or assistance to seniors

14.7%

21.3%

17.4%



	Comparison
	The proportions of residents in the Sunshine Coast providing care to children and to seniors were relatively on par with the provincial averages in 2006.  In British Columbia overall, 34.8% of the population over 15 years of age reported to be spending unpaid time caring for children and 17.3% reported to be providing care to seniors.
Population Providing Unpaid Assistance in the Sunshine Coast, 2006

Male

Female

Total

Population reporting hours looking after children without pay

31.6%

37.9%

34.8%

Population reporting hours of unpaid care or assistance to seniors

14.7%

19.7%

17.3%



	Source
	Statistics Canada, 2006 Census.  Community Profiles.

	Link
	http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/index.cfm?Lang=E 


	Number of Charitable Donors and Median Charitable Donations

	Synopsis
	One way of contributing to the well-being of communities is by donating money to charitable and non-profit organizations. This funding supports the provision of services, delivery of programs, and purchase of equipment and other materials. Charitable and non-profit organizations, in turn, support the community in many ways. 

Approximately one quarter of tax filers in the Sunshine Coast donated to charity in 2007, which is 1.5% higher than the proportion donating in 2001.  The median donations have also increased – rising 55% from $200 in 2001 to $310 in 2007.


	Date(s)
	2001 - 2007

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast RD

	Data
	Charitable Donations in the Sunshine Coast, 2001-2007

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

% change, 2001-2007

Charitable Donors as a % of Tax Filers

24.4%
24.4%
25.3%
26.9%
26.5%
26.3%
24.8%
1.5%

Median Donations

$200

$230

$220

$250

$280

$300

$310

55.0%



	Comparison
	Sunshine Coast residents are more likely to donate to charity than the provincial average, which was 22.8% in 2007 as compared to 24.8% in the Sunshine Coast.  Median donations on the Coast in 2007 were below the provincial average of $340, but had increased faster than in BC overall.

Charitable Donors as a Proportion of Tax Filers in British Columbia, 2000-2007

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

% change, 2001-2007

Charitable Donors as a %of Tax Filers

23.6%
23.3%
23.1%
24.1%
23.7%
23.3%
22.8%
-3.5%

Median Donations

$250

$260

$270

$290

$300

$320

$340

36.0%



	Source
	Proportion of Donors:  Statistics Canada Table 111-0001 – compiled by CFC

Median Donations:  Statistics Canada, Table 111-0001 – compiled by CFC

	Link
	NA


	Community Learning Index:  “Learning to Live Together”

	Synopsis
	"Learning to Live Together" is one of several components of the Composite Learning Index (CLI). This index combines a variety of figures and statistics to measure the development of inter-personal skills in terms of attaining values of respect and concern for fellow citizens and appreciation of the diversity of Canadians.  The CLI uses data at the lowest level of available of geography to compute the CLI scores; however as local data in many cases is unavailable, a number of the indicators used to produce the community scores are regional.  These regional numbers are used specifically where it is deemed likely that the regional results will reflect similar trends for the underlying communities and therefore still provide a credible inference for each community.
Scores on “Learning to Live Together” draw on data associated with a community's access to community institutions, volunteering rates, participation in social clubs and organizations and the extent of intercultural socialization. These elements all contribute to the type of learning that relates to societal cohesion. Combined, they provide a useful insight into our ability to live with others, respect each other's differences and coexist in harmony.

Sunshine Coast communities scored between 3.8 and 4.6 in “Learning to Live Together” in 2009.   In all cases, these scores were higher than three years previously, but have decreased in both 2007 and 2008.  

	Date(s)
	2006 - 2009

	Geography
	Gibsons, Sechelt, Sunshine Coast A, B, D, E and F

	Data
	Community Learning Index: “Learning to Live Together” for Sunshine Coast Communities, 2006-2009

2006

2007

2008

2009

TREND (PPY) 06-08

TREND (PPY) 07-09

Gibsons

4.6

4.8

5.5

4.6

0.2

-0.1

Sechelt

4.3

4.4

5.1

4.1

0.2

-0.1

Sunshine Coast A

4.1

4.1

4.9

4.0

0.1

0.0

Sunshine Coast B

3.8

3.9

4.5

3.8

0.1

0.0

Sunshine Coast D

4.0

4.3

4.9

4.0

0.2

-0.1

Sunshine Coast E

4.3

4.4

5.2

4.2

0.2

-0.1

Sunshine Coast F

4.0

4.0

4.7

4.0

0.1

0.0



	Comparison
	All seven of the Sunshine Coast communities scored below the provincial and national averages of 4.7 in 2009.  The decreasing trend seen in the Sunshine Coast communities over time has been reflected in the BC and Canadian scores.

Community Learning Index: “Learning to Live Together” for BC and Canada, 2006-2009

2006

2007

2008

2009

TREND (PPY) 06-08

TREND (PPY) 07-09

British Columbia

4.5

4.9

5.0

4.7

0.1

0.0

Canada 

5.0

4.8

4.8

4.7

-0.1

0.0



	Source
	Canadian Council on Learning

	Link
	www.ccl-cca.ca 


	Population Mobility & Transience

	Synopsis
	Having roots in a community and knowing neighbours often comes from living in the same place over time.   Generally, it takes time to become and feel a part of the community and it is often difficult to build a sense of community when the population is highly transient.  For this reason, information about mobility and migration is relevant to our sense of belonging.  It also impacts the labour market, neighborhood growth, and overall social stability.

As of 2006, 15% of the population in the Sunshine Coast had moved addresses within the last year and 45% of the population had moved within the past five years.  Approximately 9% of people living in the Sunshine Coast had moved from outside the area in the past year and Sunshine Coast and 29% had moved to the Coast in the past five years.  

	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast RD

	Data
	Mobility in the Sunshine Coast - within the last one and five years, 2006 

Within the last year

Within the last 5 years

#

%

#

%

Same Address

23,210

85.0%

14,565

54.9%

Moved from elsewhere on the Sunshine Coast

1,625

5.9%

4,315

16.3%

Moved from elsewhere in the province

1,960

7.2%

6,015

22.7%

Moved from a different province

345

1.3%

1,170

4.4%

Moved from a different country

170

0.6%

475

1.8%

Total population 1 year/5 years and over

27,315

26,540



	Comparison
	Rates of mobility in the Sunshine Coast are relatively on par with the provincial averages.  However, the Sunshine Coast is attracting more new comers from outside the region than in most other regions in the province.  Based on the provincial averages, most regions saw only 7.7% coming from outside the census division in the past year, and only 23% in the past five years.
Mobility in British Columbia - within the last one and five years, 2006 

Within the last year

Within the last 5 years

#

%

#

%

Same Address

3,348,275

83.0%

2,067,790

53.4%

Moved from another census division
374,695

9.3%

904,705

23.4%

Moved from elsewhere in the province

194,090

4.8%

528,500

13.6%

Moved from a different province

55,855

1.4%

164,715

4.3%

Moved from a different country

61,470

1.5%

206,210

5.3%

Total population 1 year/5 years and over

4,034,385

3,871,915



	Source
	Statistics Canada, 2006 Census.  Community Profiles.

	Link
	http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/index.cfm?Lang=E 


	Population that speaks a non-official language at home

	Synopsis
	Being able to communicate with residents in a language that they are fluent in is key in disseminating important community information.   

Unlike in the province overall, where 16% of the population speaks a language other than English or French at home, 97.% of residents in the Sunshine Coast speak either or both of Canada’s official languages.  As of 2006, only 2.5% of residents reported to speak an unofficial language at home in the Sunshine Coast. 

	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast RD

	Data
	Language spoken most often at home in the Sunshine Coast, 2006
#

%

English

26,655

96.9%

French

95

0.3%

Non-official language

680

2.5%

Total Population

27,510



	Comparison
	Language spoken most often at home in British Columbia, 2006
#

%

English

3,341,285

82.0%

French

15,325

0.4%

Non-official language

639,380

15.7%

Total Population

4,074,385



	Source
	Statistics Canada, 2006 Census.  Community Profiles.

	Link
	http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/index.cfm?Lang=E 
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