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GETTING AROUND
August 14, 2009
Context Statement:  The ability to get around is central to our quality of life, our environment and the health of our local economy. The capacity, effectiveness, and efficiency of bus, boat, and taxi systems play an important role in moving goods and people of all ages, origins, and ability around our community.
Sub-Issues (in order of priority):  Goods Movement; Accessibility; Public Transportation Quality and Capacity; Airport Expansion; Vehicles, Roads and Traffic Congestion; BC Ferries; Road Safety/Access for Alternative Means; Population Density and Land Use; Modal split; Cost and Equity; Air quality / Greenhouse gas emissions
List of Proposed Indicators:

1. Mode of transportation (car, bike, etc.) to work/school  

2. Population density 

3. Commuting Flows and Distances
4. Transit service: rides per hour/per capita ridership

	Mode of transportation (car, bike, etc.) to work/school

	Synopsis
	Mode of transportation data looks at whether people drive, bike, walk, or take the bus to work.  Choices around mode of transportation have implications for both our individual health and our environment.

Three quarters of the resident labour force in the Sunshine Coast (75.4%) most often drive themselves to work or school and an additional 8.9% ride in vehicles as passengers.  8.2% walk to their destination and 4.2% take transit.  The remaining 3.3% bicycle, travel by motorcycle, taxicab or other means.  

Choices made by men and women are relatively the same in most cases.  Women, however, are more likely than men to take public transit (4.5% as compared to 3.9% of men); a higher proportion of women also walk (9.5% compared to 7.1% of men).

	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast

	Data
	Mode of Transportation to Work/School in the Sunshine Coast, 2006
Males

Females

Total

Car, truck, van, as driver
75.0%
75.9%
75.4%
Car, truck, van, as passenger
9.3%
8.4%
8.9%
Public transit
3.9%
4.5%
4.2%
Walked
7.1%
9.5%
8.2%
Bicycle

1.4%
0.3%
0.9%
Motorcycle

0.6%
0.0%

0.3%
Taxicab

0.0%

0.2%

0.1%
Other

2.5%
1.2%
2.0%


	Comparison
	A higher than average proportion of residents in the Sunshine Coast drive to work.  Conversely, the proportions taking public transit and biking to work are below the provincial averages of 10.3% and 2.0% respectively.  Sunshine Coast residents are, however, more likely than the average British Columbian to walk to work or school:  8.2% as compared to 6.9% in BC overall.
Mode of Transportation to Work/School in BC, 2006

Males

Females

Total

Car, truck, van, as driver
75.5%
67.3%
71.6%
Car, truck, van, as passenger
6.4%
9.2%
7.7%
Public transit
8.2%
12.8%
10.3%
Walked
5.7%
8.2%
6.9%
Bicycle

2.5%
1.3%
2.0%
Motorcycle

0.5%
0.1%
0.3%
Taxicab

0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
Other

1.1%
0.9%
1.0%


	Source
	Statistics Canada, Census 2006.  Community Profiles.

	Link
	


	Residential Density

	Synopsis
	Population density provides an insight into land use and transportation patterns.  Not surprisingly, the highest population on the Sunshine Coast is in Gibsons where, as of 2006, there were 966.2 people per square kilometre of land.  In Sechelt, there were 212.9 people per sq. km.  Overall, in the region, the there were 7.3 people per sq. km. 

	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast

	Data
	Population Density in the Sunshine Coast, 2006
#

Sq. Km.

Persons per Sq.Km.
Sechelt

8,454
39.7
212.9
Gibsons

4,182
4.3
966.2
Rest of Region

15,123
3,734.0
4.1
Total Region

27,759
3,778.1
7.3


	Comparison
	Population density in the Sunshine Coast is higher than in BC overall; however it is obviously much lower than many other urban centers in the province.

Population Density in BC, 2006

#

Sq. Km.

Persons per Sq.Km.
British Columbia

4,113,487
924,815.4
4.4


	Source
	Statistics Canada.  2006 Census.  BC Stats Community Profiles.

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/profiles/detailed/choose.asp 


	Commuting Flows and Distances

	Synopsis
	Information on where and how far people commute to work and school on a daily basis provides an insight into the split between people’s homes and work.  Commuting long distances are also a factor of work/life balance.  

As of 2006, 38.9% of the labour force with a usual place of work in the Sunshine Coast commuted to a different census subdivision to go to work.  14.7% worked from home and 16.2% had no fixed work address.

Of those living in Sechelt, the majority (72.2%) worked in the same town.  8.9% traveled to Gibsons for work; 5.6% traveled to Area F (Langdale/Port Mellon) and 5.8% commute to the Lower Mainland.

Looking at people living in Gibsons, more than half (52.9%) left their home town for work in 2006.  14.6% traveled to Area F; 13.8% traveled to Sechelt and 14.5% commuted to the Lower Mainland.  


	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sechelt and Gibsons Census Subdivisions

	Data
	Labour Force (15 years +) by Location of Work in the Sunshine Coast, 2006

Males

Females

Total

Usual place of work

63.2%
75.1%
68.8%
Within same CSD as residence

23.4%

37.2%
29.9%
Commutes to different CSD

39.7%
38.0%
38.9%
Works from home

12.1%
17.6%
14.7%
Works outside of Canada

0.5%
0.2%
0.3%
No fixed work address

24.3%
7.1%
16.2%
Commuting Flow of the Labour Force Living in Sechelt, 2006
Commuting Flow

% Labour Force

Sechelt to Sechelt 

72.2%

Sechelt to Gibsons 

8.9%

Sechelt to Sunshine Coast F 

5.6%

Sechelt to Vancouver 

3.6%

Sechelt to Sunshine Coast D 

2.6%

Sechelt to Sunshine Coast E 

2.2%

Sechelt to Sunshine Coast A 

1.8%

Sechelt to Richmond 

1.2%

Sechelt to North Vancouver 

1.0%

Sechelt to Sunshine Coast B 

1.0%

Commuting Flow of the Labour Force Living in Gibsons, 2006
Commuting Flow

% Labour Force

Gibsons to Gibsons 

47.1%

Gibsons to Sunshine Coast F 

14.6%

Gibsons to Sechelt 

13.8%

Gibsons to Vancouver 

9.2%

Gibsons to Sunshine Coast E 

8.0%

Gibsons to North Vancouver 

1.9%

Gibsons to West Vancouver 

1.9%

Gibsons to Sunshine Coast D 

1.9%

Gibsons to Richmond 

1.5%



	Comparison
	The proportion of the labour force that worked in the same census subdivision as their residence in the Sunshine Coast was below the provincial average of 37.6%.  However, a higher percentage of people in the Sunshine Coast worked from home in 2006: 14.7% as compared to 9.0% in BC.
Labour Force (15 years +) by Location of Work in BC, 2006

Males

Females

Total

Usual place of work

72.0%
83.0%
77.2%
Within same CSD as residence

32.6%
43.2%
37.6%
Commutes to different CSD

39.4%
39.8%
39.6%
Works from home

8.1%
10.0%
9.0%
Works outside of Canada

0.9%
0.4%
0.7%
No fixed work address

18.9%
6.6%

13.1%


	Source
	Statistics Canada Census 2006.  Commuting Flow Census Subdivisions.  Catalogue number : 97-561-XCB2006011
Statistics Canada 2006 Census.  BC Stats Community Profiles. 

	Link
	http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/english/census06/data/topics/RetrieveProductTable.cfm?ALEVEL=3&APATH=3&CATNO=97-561-vXCB2006011&DETAIL=0&DIM=&DS=99&FL=0&FREE=0&GAL=&GC=99&GK=NA&GRP=0&IPS=97-561-XCB2006011&METH=0&ORDER=&PID=90656&PTYPE=88971&RL=0&ShowAll=&StartRow=&SUB=&Temporal=2006&Theme=76&VID=&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=&S=1&O=D&A=R&PRID=59&GID=5929018 
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/profiles/detailed/choose.asp 


	Increase in Ferry Costs 

	Synopsis
	Ferries to the mainland are a critical form of transportation to residents, businesses and the tourism industry of the Sunshine Coast.  The costs of ferry travel determine how accessible this travel is – and have a direct impact on many households’ spending on transportation.  
Between June 2007 and March 2009, the average fare on BC Ferries on the Sunshine Coast – Mainland route rose by 19% from $116.59 to $138.77.  For someone travelling weekly on the ferries, this $22.18 increase translates to $1,153.66 per year in additional travel costs.


	Date(s)
	June 2007 - March 2009

	Geography
	Sunshine coast

	Data
	Average Ferry Fares on the Sunshine Coast, 2007-2009 

June 07

Sept 07

Dec 07

March 08

June 08

Sept 08

Dec 08

March 09

% Change 07-09

$116.59

$117.92

$119.00

$119.76

$113.46

$135.85

$138.18

$138.77

19%
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	Comparison
	NA

	Source
	BC Ferry Commission

	Link
	http://www.bcferrycommission.com/horseshoe_bay-langdale.html


	Transit service: rides per hour/per capita ridership

	Synopsis
	Public transit provides an important means of getting around, particularly for members of the community who are unable to drive.  It is also usually a more environmentally friendly option than having everyone drive themselves.

As of 2007/08, there were four public transit vehicles on the Sunshine Coast to serve a population of 19,800.  This translated to 23.9 rides per capita and 28.2 rides per hour.  



	Date(s)
	2007/08

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast

	Data
	Transit Service in the Sunshine Coast, 2007/08
Population Served

Vehicles in Service

Rides per Capita

Rides per Hour

Sunshine Coast

19,800

4

23.9

28.2



	Comparison
	Relative to other Tier 3 communities in the province such as Cranbrook, Squamish, and Nelson, the Sunshine Coast provided more rides per capita and more rides per hour than the averages in Tier 3 communities.  16.3 rides per capita 22.3 rides per hour.

Transit Service Averages in 12 Tier 3 Communities, 2007/08

Population Served

Vehicles in Service

Rides per Capita

Rides per Hour

Tier 3 Community Average

14,975

3.75

16.3

22.3



	Source
	BC Transit 2006/07 Year End Actuals as of March 31, 2007

	Link
	http://www.bctransit.com/corporate/munsys/pdf/act_07_08_cust_conv.pdf
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