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Context Statement:  Learning is central to our development as individuals and how we live.  The learning we do in our early years establishes a life-long foundation.  Access to opportunities to acquire knowledge is important throughout our lives.  Levels of learning are shaped by our home environment, our educational system, and other institutions such as libraries, child care facilities, workplaces and community centres.  
Sub-Issues (in order of priority):  Library use; Literacy; Life Long Learning; Culturally Appropriate Education; Access to Education/the Education System; Skills Training; Early Child Development; Education Levels
List of Proposed Indicators:

1. High school non-completion rate (core) 
2. Gaps in graduation rates:  Aboriginal, Special Needs 
3. Population with post-secondary education

4. CCL Composite Learning Index

5. Library use 

6. Average class size/ student teach ratios 
	High school non-completion rate

	Synopsis
	Obtaining a high school diploma is associated with a variety of advantages, including the expectation of higher lifetime earnings and the opportunity to continue one's education at the postsecondary level. A high school education is considered to be the minimum level required for most jobs. According to Statistics Canada, individuals who do not finish high school have rates of unemployment that are approximately t two times higher than those with high school or further education.

As of 2006, 18.2% of the population in the Sunshine Coast had not completed their high school education.  This is slightly below the provincial average of 19.9% and considerably lower than the national average of 23.8%.  



	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast 

	Data
	High School Non-Completion Rate for persons 15 years and over in the Sunshine Coast, 2006
2001

2006

Sunshine Coast 

NA

18.2%



	Comparison
	The high school non-completion rate in the Sunshine Coast is slightly below the provincial average of 19.9% and considerably lower than the national average of 23.8%.  

High School Non-Completion Rate for persons 15 years and over in British Columbia, 2006

2001

2006

British Columbia 

30.6%

19.9%

Canada

33.2%

23.8%



	Source
	Statistics Canada, Census 2001 and 2006, Topic-based Tabulations

	Link
	For 2001:




http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census01/products/standard/themes/RetrieveProductTable.cfm?Temporal=2001&PID=55517&APATH=3&GID=431515&METH=1&PTYPE=55430&THEME=51&FOCUS=0&AID=0&PLACENAME=0&PROVINCE=0&SEARCH=0&GC=99&GK=NA&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=&FL=0&RL=0&FREE=0 




For 2006:




http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/topics/RetrieveProductTable.cfm?TPL=RETR&ALEVEL=3&APATH=3&CATNO=&DETAIL=0&DIM=&DS=99&FL=0&FREE=0&GAL=0&GC=99&GK=NA&GRP=1&IPS=&METH=0&ORDER=1&PID=93609&PTYPE=88971&RL=0&S=1&ShowAll=No&StartRow=1&SUB=0&Temporal=2006&Theme=75&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF= 





	Gaps in graduation rates:  General Student Population, Aboriginal and Special Needs Students

	Synopsis
	This indicator measures the relative graduation rates for the general student population, Aboriginal students and students with special needs.  It is useful in assessing the degree to which our education system is meeting the needs of students of all backgrounds, genders and learning styles.
Looking at the 2007/08 school year, there was no difference between the graduation rates of Aboriginal students, special needs students and those of the general student population.  95% of grade 12 students eligible to graduate in 2007/08 did graduate this year; 95% of eligible Aboriginal students graduated and 100% of all special needs students graduated.  A slightly lower graduation rate was just seen among males in the general student population.

Graduation rates for Aboriginal students have remained very high for the past five years.  Rates among special needs students have seen marked increases from 82% in 2003/04 to 100% in 207/08. 

It should be noted that that the numbers of Aboriginal and special needs students are relatively small and therefore changes in just a few students could seem overstated in percentages.

	Date(s)
	2003/04 – 2007/08

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast School District (#46)

	Data
	Proportion of Grade 12 Students Eligible to Graduate Who Graduate in the Sunshine Coast, 2003/04 – 2007/08

 

2003/04

2004/05

2005/06

2006/07

2007/08

All Students

94%

97%

97%

97%

95%

Female

96%

97%

96%

97%

98%

Male

93%

96%

98%

96%

92%

Aboriginal

94%

100%

100%

100%

95%

Special Needs

82%

93%

100%

93%

100%



	Comparison
	Graduation rates for Aboriginal and special needs students in the Sunshine Coast are markedly higher than the provincial averages for these students.   In 2007/08, while graduation rates for Aboriginal and special needs students on the Coast were 95% and 100% respectively, provincially, these rates were 89% and 92%.
Proportion of Grade 12 Students Eligible to Graduate Who Graduate in British Columbia, 2003/04 – 2007/08

 

2003/04

2004/05

2005/06

2006/07

2007/08

All Students

94%

95%

94%

93%

95%

Female

95%

96%

95%

94%

95%

Male

93%

94%

94%

92%

94%

Aboriginal

89%

90%

89%

87%

89%

Special Needs

91%

90%

91%

90%

92%



	Source
	BC Ministry of Education.  Grade 12 Graduation Rates: 2003/04 – 2007/08.

	Link
	http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/grad/grad-rpt.php 


	Population with Post-secondary Education

	Synopsis
	Higher educational attainment results in a wide range of economic and social benefits for individuals and their communities.  Having a post-secondary education enables a wider range of employment options and is associated with higher incomes.  Having a well educated population also contributes to a community’s resilience in times of economic downturn.  

As of 2006, 81.8% of residents 15 years and older in the Sunshine Coast had some form of post-secondary education, i.e. a trades certificate or a certificate/diploma from either a college or a university.  

In 2001, 64.2% of the population 20 years and older had post-secondary education.  Because the two populations are different, however, the 2001 and 2006 figures can not be compared.



	Date(s)
	2001; 2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast RD

	Data
	Population with Post-Secondary Education in the Sunshine Coast, 2001 and 2006
2001

(Population 20 yrs+)

2006

(Population 15 yrs+)
Sunshine Coast 

64.2%
81.8%



	Comparison
	In both 2001 and 2006, the Sunshine Coast has had a higher proportion of post-secondary educated residents than the provincial averages. 
Population with Post-Secondary Education in British Columbia, 2001 and 2006

2001

(Population 20 yrs+)

2006

(Population 15 yrs+)
British Columbia 

63.4%

80.1%


	Source
	Statistics Canada, Census 2001 and 2006, as reported by BC Stats Community Profiles.
NOTE:  While CFC did collect data on this indicator, the data they published did not match the Stats Can data.  This report reflects statistics directly from Stats Can, as published in the BC Stats Community Profiles.

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/census.asp#2001 


	CCL Composite Learning Index

	Synopsis
	The Composite Learning Index (CLI) is a national Index that measures the state of learning in our communities.  It combines data from 24 different learning-related indicators that speak to the different ways Canadians learn—in school, at home, at work and within their community.  The wide range of learning indicators selected for use in the CLI are combined to generate numeric scores for 4,700 cities and communities across Canada. A high CLI score means that a particular city or community possesses learning conditions that support social and economic success. 

The CLI uses data at the lowest level of available of geography to compute the CLI scores; however as local data in many cases is unavailable, a number of the indicators used to produce the community scores are regional.  These regional numbers are used specifically where it is deemed likely that the regional results will reflect similar trends for the underlying communities and therefore still provide a credible inference for each community.

The communities in the Sunshine Coast received a score of 72 in 20009 on the CLI, which is lowest score received in the past four years.  Since 2006, the Coast’s CLI score has dropped by 2.7%.  It has decreased by over 8% since its record high score of 79 in 2007.

	Date(s)
	2006 – 2009

	Geography
	Community

	Data
	CLI Scores for the Sunshine Coast, 2006-2009
2006

2007

2008

2009

% Change 

2006-2009

% Change 2007-2009

Sunshine Coast

74

79

77

72

-2.7%
-8.86%


	Comparison
	The Sunshine Coast has consistently scored below the provincial average on the CLI.  Until 2008, it was on par or higher with the national averages, but in 2009 dipped below this average as well.

CLI Scores for the BC and Canada, 2006-2009
2006

2007

2008

2009

% Change, 2006-2009

% Change 2007-2009

British Columbia

75

82

80

77

2.67%

6.10%

Canada

73

76

77

75

2.74%

1.32%



	Source
	Canadian Council on Learning

	Link
	www.ccl-cca.ca 


	Library Use

	Synopsis
	Libraries play an important role in communities.  More than merely repositories of information resources and nodes of formal and informal learning, public libraries represent important community gathering places where residents from all cultures and backgrounds are welcome.  They also provide equitable access to information and in doing so, contribute to the social vitality of our communities.

Per capita circulation statistics tell us the number of books and other materials being checked out of the library in relation to the population served by that library.  

2007 per capita circulation rates in the Sunshine Coast ranged from 8.13 in the Powell River Library to 12.37 in the Sechelt Library to 18.42 at the Gibsons & District Library.  In Powell River and Sechelt, rates have dropped since 2003, as has been the case in BC libraries generally.  In all three libraries, however, circulation rates increased between 2006 and 2007.  

	Date(s)
	2003 – 2007

	Geography
	By Library 

	Data
	Per Capita Circulation Rates in Sunshine Coast Public Libraries, 2003-2007
2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

% Change

2003-07

Gibsons & District

18.39

16.90

17.68

17.84

18.42

0.16%

Powell River

8.20

8.35

8.45

7.99

8.13

-0.85%

Sechelt

14.49

13.85

11.97

11.71

12.37

-14.63%



	Comparison
	Per capita circulation rates were above the provincial average of 11.43 in both Sechelt and Gibsons in 2007. 

Per Capita Circulation Rates in British Columbia Public  Libraries, 2003-2007

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

% Change

2003-07

Provincial Average

12.33

12.65

12.61

12.46

11.43

-7.3%



	Source
	BC Ministry of Education, Public Services Branch

	Link
	http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/pls/reports.htm  


	Average Class Sizes

	Synopsis
	Smaller class sizes are one means of helping to ensure that students get the individual attention they need to master the fundamentals of literacy and numeracy. In 2006, maximum limits for class sizes and students with special needs were established in legislation in British Columbia. Classes that exceed the limits are required to publicize the rationale for the class size to the community and be approved by the district superintendent.

In the 2008/09 school year, the average class sizes (as of September 30) in Sunshine Coast’s public schools were 17.2 for kindergarten; 20.3 for grades 1 to 3; 24.9 for grades 4 6o 7; and 25.7 for high school (grades 8 to 12).  Class sizes for all grades have seen minimal changes over the last four years.   

	Date(s)
	2005/06 – 2008/09

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast School District (#46)

	Data
	Average Class Sizes in the Sunshine Coast, 2005/06 – 2008/09
2005/06

2006/07

2007/08
2008/09

Kindergarten

17.2

13.3

16.0

17.2

Grade 1-3

20.2

19.9

20.3

20.3

Grade 4-7

25.6

24.8

24.6

24.9

Grade 8-12

24.7

23.6

24.1

25.7



	Comparison
	At all grade levels, 2008/09 class sizes in the Sunshine Coast were below the provincial averages - with the exception of grades 8-12 which was slightly higher than the BC average of 24.4.
Average Class Sizes in the Sunshine Coast, 2005/06 – 2008/09

2005/06

2006/07

2007/08
2008/09

Kindergarten

17.7

17.5

17.4

17.7

Grade 1-3

20.8

20.3

20.4

20.6

Grade 4-7

26.3

25.8

25.8

25.8

Grade 8-12

25.0

24.4

24.4

24.4



	Source
	BC Ministry of Education.  Overview of Class Size and Composition in British Columbia Public Schools: 2003/04 – 2007/08.

	Link
	http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/enrol/class-size.php 
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