SUNSHINE COAST COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Indicator Data Tables


GAP BETWEEN THE RICH & POOR

Date: August 17th, 2009
Context Statement: Inadequate income increases the vulnerability of at-risk groups in our society: children, lone-parent families, newcomers, people with disabilities, seniors, and other marginalized people
List of  Indicators:

1. Change in local food bank use 
2. Percentage of low income residents
3. Percentage of low income children
4. Percentage of low income seniors
5. Percentage of Old Age Security recipients receiving the maximum government income support
6. Elderly dependency rate
7. Number/percent of single parent households
8. Proportion receiving income assistance and are employable
	Indicator Name – Change in Food Bank Usage

	Synopsis
	Demand for food bank services is an indicator of the ability of local residents to afford food.  A high demand for food bank services may be an indicator of income insecurity and/or food insecurity in a community.  
In the first six months of 2009, there were 5,804 visits to the Sunshine Coast Food Bank which is a 36.7 relative percent increase from the first six months of 2008 when there were 4,245 visits to the food bank.

	Date(s)
	2008 and 2009

	Geography
	The communities served by the Sunshine Coast Food Bank

	Data
	Number of Visits to the Sunshine Coast Food Bank During the First Six Months of 2008 and 2009

Year

Number of Visits

2008

4245
2009

5804
Number of Households that Accessed the Sunshine Coast Food Bank Services During the First Six Months of 2008 and 2009
Year

Number of Households
2008

2075
2009

2724


	Comparison
	N/A


	Source
	Direct Request, Sunshine Coast Food Bank

	Link
	N/A


	Indicator Name – Percentage of low income residents (after tax) 2005

	Synopsis
	The percentage of low income residents measures the proportion of residents that live in households where the household income falls beneath the low income cut off (LICO) rate (after tax).  Low income households who live below the LICO are considered to be living in poverty.  
In 2005, the percentage of low income residents in the Sunshine Coast Regional District was 7.8% which was lower than both the percentage of low income residents in the province (13.1%) and the country (11.4%) as a whole.

	Date(s)
	2005


	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	The percent of low income after tax for all persons on the Sunshine Coast  is 7.8%

	Comparison
	In 2005, 13.1% of British Columbians lived in low income households after tax, and 11.4% of Canadians lived in low income households (after tax)

	Source
	Statistics Canada, Census 2006, Sunshine Coast Regional District Community Profile

	Link
	http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CD&Code1=5929&Geo2=PR&Code2=59&Data=Count&SearchText=Sunshine Coast&SearchType=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=All&Custom=


	Indicator Name – Percent of low income children (after tax)

	Synopsis
	The percentage of low income children measures the proportion of residents that live in households where the household income falls beneath the low income cut off (LICO) rate (after tax).  Those who live below the LICO are considered to be living in poverty. 
In 2005, the percentage of children who lived in low income households in the Sunshine Coast Regional District was 7.2%, which is less than half the percentage of children who lived in low income households in BC (14.9%).

	Date(s)
	2005


	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	In 2005, 7.2% of children (persons less than 18 years) lived in low income after tax.

	Comparison
	In comparison, 14.9% of British Columbian children lived in low income households (after tax) and 13.1% of Canadian children lived in low income households (after tax)

	Source
	Statistics Canada, Census 2006, Sunshine Coast Regional District Community Profile

	Link
	http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CD&Code1=5929&Geo2=PR&Code2=59&Data=Count&SearchText=Sunshine Coast&SearchType=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=All&Custom=


	Percentage of Low Income Seniors (65 years and above) (after tax)

	Synopsis
	The percentage of low income seniors measures the proportion of seniors (ages 65 years and over) who are low income after tax. 
In 2005, 1.4% of seniors living in the Sunshine Coast region were low income.   This level is much lower than the provincial level (7.3%), which suggests that seniors on the Sunshine Coast are relatively affluent.

	Date(s)
	2005

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Census Division

	Data
	There were 5,210 seniors (65 years and over) in the Sunshine Regional District in 2005.  5.8% were low-income before tax and 1.4% were low income after tax.

	Comparison
	In comparison, 14.7% of seniors in BC were low income before tax and 7.3% were low income after tax.

	Source
	BC Stats, Census 2006, Sunshine Coast Census Division Census Profile 

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/profiles/detailed/59029000.pdf


	Percent of Old Age Security Recipients Receiving the Maximum Government Income Support 

	Synopsis
	The Old Age Security (OAS) pension is a monthly payment available to most Canadians aged 65 or older.  After a certain income threshold, the recipient’s pension amount is clawed back.  Thus seniors who receive the maximum government income support have relatively low income. 
In September 2008, the percentage of OAS recipients in Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast receiving the maximum government income support was 0.8%.  This figure was less than a quarter of the BC level (3.3%), which suggests that there are relatively few low income seniors on the Sunshine Coast.

	Date(s)
	September 2008

	Geography
	Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast

	Data
	Percentage of Old Age Security Recipients Receiving the Maximum Government Income Support, September 2008
Percentage of OAS Recipients Receiving Maximum Government Income Support

Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast

BC

Total 

0.8
3.3%

Males

0.6
2.7%

Females

0.8
3.3%



	Comparison
	The percentage of OAS recipients receiving maximum government income support in the Sunshine Coast was much lower than the provincial level (3.3%).

	Source
	BC Stats, Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast Statistical Profile

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/lha/lha_46.pdf


	Elderly Dependency Rate

	Synopsis
	The Elderly Dependency Ratio (EDR) is the number of persons aged 65+ per 100 persons aged 18-64.  It provides an indication of the potential demand the 65+ age group may have on those aged 18-64 in the work force.  
In 2008, the EDR in the Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast was 33.1%.  This number is projected to increase to 49.2% by 2018.   Given that the Sunshine Coast’s EDR is much higher than the provincial figures for 2008 (22%) and the projected figure for 2018 (28.3%), there is and will continue to be a relatively high demand for senior support services in the Sunshine Coast relative to other parts of the province.

	Date(s)
	2008

	Geography
	Local Health Area 46 - Sunshine Coast

	Data
	In 2008, there was an elderly dependency rate of 33.1% in Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast.  This proportion is projected to increase to 49.2% by 2018.

	Comparison
	In comparison the elderly dependency rate in BC was 22% in 2008 and is projected to be 28.3% in 2018

	Source
	BC Stats, Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast Statistical Profile

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/lha/lha_46.pdf


	Number and Percent of Single Parent Households

	Synopsis
	Single parent households tend to have lower earnings than couple households.   A high proportion of single parent families in a community suggests that there are a greater number of families with children at risk of low income.  
In 2006, there were 1040 lone parent families with children at home in the Sunshine Coast Regional District, which comprises 26.7% of families with children at home on the Sunshine Coast.   This proportion of lone parent households in 2006 was slightly lower than the proportion of lone parent households with children at home in 2001 (28.5%).  

	Date(s)
	2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	Number and Proportion of Families with Children at Home by Family Type 2006

Number of Families with Children at Home on the Sunshine Coast
Proportion of Families with Children on the Sunshine Coast
Proportion of Families with Children in BC
Couples

2850
73.2%
74.3%
Lone Parents

1040
26.7%
25.7%
Number and Proportion of Families with Children at Home by Family Type on the Sunshine Coast 2001

Number of Families with Children at home 
Proportion of Families with Children 
Couples

2660
71.5%
Lone Parents

1060
28.5%
This may be of interest:

13.9% of the income assistance caseload are single parent families in the Sunshine Coast.  In the province as a whole, the same proportion of income assistance caseloads, are single parent families (13.9%).
Average Family Income in 2005 by Census Family Type
Family Type
Sunshine Coast Local Health Area
British Columbia
All census families
$70,358
$80,511
Husband/wife
$73,976
$86,574
Female lone parents
$40,490
$43,491


	Comparison
	In 2006, The Sunshine Coast’s proportion of lone parent families with children at home is 26.7% which is slightly higher than the provincial proportion of 25.7%.

	Source
	BC Stats, Regional District 29 – Sunshine Coast Demographic Profile
BC Stats, Sunshine Coast Regional District, 2001 Census Profile

BC Stats, Sunshine Coast Regional District, 2006 Census Profile

BC Stats, Local Health Area 46 – Sunshine Coast Statistical Profile

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/rd/Rd_29.pdf
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen01/profiles/59029000.pdf
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CD&Code1=5929&Geo2=PR&Code2=59&Data=Count&SearchText=Sunshine Coast&SearchType=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=All&Custom=
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/lha/lha_46.pdf


	Percent of Population (19-64) Receiving Income Assistance and Are Employable

	Synopsis
	Income Assistance (AI) benefits are offered by the Province to eligible British Columbians based on need.  A relatively high percentage of the employable population (19-64) receiving income assistance benefits suggests that there is a relatively high percentage of residents in financial need. 
In September 2008, only 0.8% of Sunshine Coast residents (19-64) were on income assistance and considered to be employable by BC Stats.  Only a quarter of employable income assistance recipients (0.2%) had been on income assistance for longer than a year.  

	Date(s)
	September 2008

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	Percent of the Population (19-64) on Income Assistance and are Employable, September 2008
 

Sunshine Coast Regional District
British Columbia
Total 

0.8%

0.8%

Longer than a year

0.2%

0.3%

Less than a year

0.6%

0.5%

This table may also be of interest:

Percent of Population Receiving Income Assistance Benefits, September 2008
 

Sunshine Coast Regional District
British Columbia
Total Population (0-64)

4.4%

3.8%

Children (0-18)

3.7%

3.3%

Youth (19-24)

4.8%

3.0%

Longer than a year

3.1%

2.7%

Less than a year

1.3%

1.2%



	Comparison
	The percentage of the population (19-64) on income assistance and are employable in the Sunshine Coast Regional District matches the figure for BC as a whole (0.8%).

	Source
	BC Stats, Regional District 29 – Sunshine Coast Demographic Profile

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/rd/Rd_29.pdf


� This figure is not available for 2001 or 2000 for comparison


� This figure is not available from 2000 or 2001 for comparison
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