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Context Statement:  The way our neighbourhoods are planned, our degree of emergency preparedness, policing measures, and the extent to which we feel empowered to protect ourselves are key factors that influence the real and perceived levels of safety in a community.
Sub-Issues (in order of priority): Emergency Preparedness; Protection and Prevention; Personal Safety/Injury Prevention; Perceptions of Safety; Domestic Violence; Accidents (including pedestrian)
List of Proposed Indicators:

1. Motor vehicle accident hospitalizations and deaths 
2. Serious crime rates:  violent crime and property crime 
3. Motor vehicle theft rate 
4. Emergency response 

5. Emergency preparedness 
6. Restorative justice 
7. Domestic violence 
	Motor Vehicle Accident Hospitalizations and/or Deaths

	Synopsis
	Vehicle accidents are a major cause of injury and death, particularly among the younger population, aged 15 to 24.  
The standard mortality ratio (SMR) is the ratio of the number of deaths occurring in an LHA to that which would be expected provincially.  Therefore, all SMRs >1 indicate that the rate of deaths due to motor vehicle accidents is higher than the provincial average; all SMRs <1 are less than the provincial average.
As of 2006, the four year standard mortality rate from motor vehicle accidents was 0.90 in the Sunshine Coast LHA.  This means that the rate of deaths was below the provincial average (1).   Rates have however seen steady increases over time, rising by 64% in the Sunshine Coast between 2002 and 2006. 

	Date(s)
	1998/02 – 2002/06; 2007/08

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Local Health Area (LHA); Sunshine Coast RD

	Data
	Deaths (Standard Mortality Ratio) from Motor Vehicle Accidents in Sunshine Coast LHA, 1998/02 – 2002/06 (four year averages)
1998-2002

1999-2003

2000-2004

2001-2005

2002-2006

% Change 98/02-02/06

Sunshine Coast

0.55

0.46

0.44

0.65

0.90

63.6%



	Comparison
	Hospitalization rates from motor vehicle accidents in the 15 to 24 year range which is typically the most commonly involved in motor vehicle accidents, was 0.9 per 1000 in the Sunshine Coast Regional District, as compared to 1.7 per 1000 in BC overall in 2007/08.

Hospitalization rates from Motor Vehicle Accidents (per 1,000 population 15-24 yrs 

2007/08
Sunshine Coast RD
0.9

British Columbia

1.7



	Source
	BC Vital Statistics.  Annual Reports: 2002-2006;  BC Statistics Sunshine Coast 2008 Statistical Profile. 

	Link
	http://www.vs.gov.bc.ca/stats/annual/index.html; http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/rd/Rd_29.pdf 


	Crime Rates

	Synopsis
	The serious crime rate is a reflection of the community’s most serious crimes: violent crime (including homicide, assaults and sex offences); and property crime.  The incidence of serious crimes in a community affects the daily behaviours of its members and perceptions of personal safety.  

The average rate of serious crime in the Sunshine Coast between 2004 and 2006 was 11.5 per 1,000 population – which translates to 11 serious crimes per police officer in the region.  This serious crime rate includes a rate of 2.0 per 1000 for violent crimes and 9.5 per 1000 for property crime.  The rate of serious crime is down 17.5% from the average in 2001-2003.  
For juveniles, aged 12-17, the serious crime rate per 1000 population was 4.3, including 1.3 for violent crimes and 3.0 for property crime.

	Date(s)
	2001/03 – 2004/06

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	Average Serious Crime Rates in the Sunshine Coast, 2004-2006
Average

2004-2006

% Change 

01/03 – 04/06

Total Population

   Violent

2.0

-6.5%

   Property

9.5

-19.5%

   Total Serious

11.5

-17.5%

# Serious Crimes/Police Officer

11.0

Juveniles (Age 12-17) 

   Violent

1.3

   Property

3.0

   Total Serious

4.3



	Comparison
	Rates for all types of serious crime in the Sunshine Coast were below the provincial averages for 2004-2006.  This was the case for crimes committed by the general population and by juveniles.
Average Serious Crime Rates in BC, 2004-2006

Average

2004-2006

% Change 

01/03 – 04/06

Total Population

   Violent

3.1

8.0%

   Property

11.7

-7.1%

   Total Serious

14.8

-4.3%

# Serious Crimes/Police Officer

10.9

Juveniles (Age 12-17) 

   Violent

2.5

   Property

2.0

   Total Serious

4.5



	Source
	BC Statistics Sunshine Coast 2008 Statistical Profile. 

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/rd/Rd_29.pdf 


	Motor Vehicle Theft

	Synopsis
	Motor vehicle theft is another type of crime that impacts on people’s sense of safety and personal space.   
The average rate of motor vehicle theft in the Sunshine Coast between 2004-2006 was 1.6 per 1000 population.  This was well below the provincial average of 8.0 per 1000.

	Date(s)
	2004-2006

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	Average Rate of Motor Vehicle Theft in the Sunshine Coast, 2004-2006
Average

2004-2006

Rate per 1000 population

1.6



	Comparison
	Average Rate of Motor Vehicle Theft in BC, 2004-2006

Average

2004-2006

Rate per 1000 population

8.0



	Source
	BC Statistics Sunshine Coast 2008 Statistical Profile. 

	Link
	http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/rd/Rd_29.pdf 


	Emergency Response

	Synopsis
	Emergency services play a key role in the community, providing critical and often life saving assistance in times when it is most needed.  In the Sunshine Coast, a large proportion of these emergency services are provided by volunteers.
The 2008 Sunshine Coast Emergency Program Annual Report outlines six emergency response incidents in 2008.  In addition, 912 hours of volunteer time was spent providing emergency response services in 2008.  These volunteer hours were provided by the Coast Guard Auxiliary (units 14, 61and 12) and the Sunshine Coast Search and Rescue squad.

	Date(s)
	2008

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	Emergency Responses in the Sunshine Coast, 2008
Incidents

1. Hazardous Materials event at Sundance trailer park
2. Hazardous Materials Spill at Ruby Lake
3. Porpoise Bay wildland urban interface fire
4. Pender Hill wildfire
5. Thormanby Island airplane crash
6. Seconded by Ministry of Transportation to provide emergency
Volunteer Activity, 2008

Hours in Response

Coast Guard Auxiliary Unit  14

57

Coast Guard Auxiliary Unit  61

113

Coast Guard Auxiliary Unit  12

150

Sunshine Coast Search & Rescue

592

Total

912



	Comparison
	NA

	Source
	Sunshine Coast Emergency Response Annual Report, 2008

	Link
	http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/2008_SCEP_annual_report.pdf 


	Emergency Preparedness

	Synopsis
	Being proactive and prepared is an important aspect of safety.  
The Sunshine Coast Emergency Program facilitated a wide variety of emergency preparedness activities in 2008 in the Sunshine Coast.  These included 13 different public education activities and eight training offerings.  

	Date(s)
	2008

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast Regional District

	Data
	Emergency Preparedness Activities, 2008
Public Education 

1. Assisted with development and participated in Roberts Creek School

2. Emergency Preparedness Day.

3. Attended regular meetings of the Seniors Network Advisory Group (SNAG)

4. Attended regular Policing Committee meetings

5. Established and chair emergency preparedness (EP) committee for area “A”.

6. Hosted a workshop for 40 daycare providers to assist them with new provincial emergency preparedness requirements.

7. Presented at Rotary Club meetings in Pender Harbour and Sechelt.

8. Emergency Preparedness presentation to SIB Childcare Centre.

9. Emergency Preparedness Week open house activities including EOC activation and emergency vehicle demonstrations.

10. Presentation to SC Association for Community Living.(SCACL)

11. Frequent submissions to local media regarding public safety issues such as extreme weather precautions, fire smart initiatives, travel safety, storm surges and general preparedness.

12. Prepared emergency preparedness information for www.scrd.ca .

13. Presentation to SHORA Community Association.

Training and Exercising
1. Rapid Damage Assessment Workshop
2. Incident Command System Level 200

3. Incident Command System Level 300

4. Emergency Evacuations

5. Hazardous Materials Operations

6. Emergency operations Centre (EOC) tabletop exercise for staff

7. Radio Station Management

8. Mass Casualty Incident Management



	Comparison
	NA

	Source
	Sunshine Coast Emergency Response Annual Report, 2008

	Link
	http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/2008_SCEP_annual_report.pdf 


	Restorative Justice 

	Synopsis
	The Sunshine Coast’s Community Justice Program received 64 referrals in 2008, with each referral representing one offender involved in a minor criminal offence, conflict or wrongdoing. The majority of these referrals originated from the RCMP (64) and the school district (49).  There were also 30 Restorative Justice Conferences held, involving 47 offenders and over 150 members of the community including victims, offenders and their respective supporters, facilitators, RCMP members and school district personnel. 
284.5 hours of community service were delivered to local charitable agencies as part of the Restorative Justice Program and $968.56 was paid to victims of crime in the form of financial restitution. The program also relied on significant support from volunteers totalling approximately 2400 hours for the year.

	Date(s)
	2008

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast

	Data
	Key Outcomes from the Sunshine Coast Community Justice Program, 2008
Key Outcomes
Number in 2008
Referrals

64

RCMP

49

School District #46   

12

Crown Counsel

1

Provincial Court

2

Restorative Justice Conferences

30

Justice Circles 

22

Community Accountability Panels

8

Community service to local charities

284.5

Financial restitution to crime victims

$968.56
Volunteers

2,400 hrs



	Comparison
	NA

	Source
	Elin MacKinnon.  Mayors Report: Community Justice Program of the Sunshine Coast, January to December 2008.

	Link
	NA


	Domestic Violence

	Synopsis
	An important aspect of community safety relates to domestic violence, particularly as it involves women.  Women are approximately 8 times more likely than men to experience violence in relationships, especially choking, threats with a weapon and sexual assault.  While often thought of a private or family issue, domestic violence and violence against women in relationships are crimes.  
There are a number of services and supports offered in the Sunshine Coast for women experiencing violence, their children as well as male victims of violence.   While a large number of domestic violence victims do not seek support and access services, a profile of services that are offered in the community provide a sense of the prevalence and seriousness of this issue in the Sunshine Coast.
Just in the last year, Sunshine Coast Community Services provided:

· Support to 65 new clients through their Community Based Victim Services, 
· Assistance to 287 clients and responded to 35 emergency call-outs through their Police-based Victim Services; 
· In house support and shelter to 97 women and 36 children at their Yew Transition House; 
· Support services to 6 women and 16 children (aged 2 months-12 years) through their Thyme Second Stage Program; 
· Response to 152 counselling referrals for women; and 
· Practical outreach support and assistance to 84 women with 112 children.


	Date(s)
	April 1, 2008 - March 31, 2009

	Geography
	Sunshine Coast

	Data
	Program

Population Served, 2008/09

Community Based Victim Services

· Supported 57 female clients

· Supported 8 male clients

Police Based Victim Services

· Opened 190 full service files 

· Assisted 287 clients

· Responded to 35 emergency callouts

Yew Transition House

· Received approximately 838 calls from women seeking support

· Offered in house support and shelter to 97 women and 36 children

· Experienced overflow demand for services from 24 women and 14 children fleeing violence due to the house being full

Thyme Second Stage Program

· Provided support services to 6 women and 16 children (aged 2 months-12 years).  

Women’s Counselling Services

· Received152 referrals for counselling and support

Women’s Outreach Services

· Provided practical support and assistance to 84 women with 112 children



	Comparison
	NA

	Source
	Keely Halward.  Sunshine Coast Community Services.  “Statistics re: the Together Against Violence Programs at Sunshine Coast Community Services”

	Link
	NA
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